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  PHIL 140.3 (96): Critical Thinking 

  Wednesday 7-9:50 PM in Room 310 

2016–2017 Term 2 (CRN 23852) 

 
Instructor: Dr. Derek Postnikoff  

Email: derek.postnikoff@usask.ca (response time: generally less than 24 hours)  

Phone: (306) 343-6682 

Office Hours: Before class, by appointment 
Note: I prefer to communicate via email.  Please reserve use of my phone number for emergencies. 

 

Textbook: Eric Dayton, Critical Thinking, Logic, and Argument (Pearson, 2010) 

https://shop.usask.ca/CourseSearch/?course[0]=UOFS,201701,PHIL,PHIL140,96& 

Additional course materials may be made available via the course Blackboard page or 

distributed in class. 

 

Calendar Description: 

“An introduction to essential principles of reasoning and critical thinking, designed to introduce 

students to the analysis of concepts; to enhance their ability to evaluate various forms of reasoning 

and critically examine beliefs, conventions, and theories; and to foster the development of sound 

arguments.  Topics include fundamentals of logic and analysis, definition, logical fallacies, and 

conceptual analysis.” 

 

Overview: 

Genuine critical thinking is thinking which is guided by canons of correctness and good practice.  

These emerge through a process of analysis of arguments and reflection on past instances of similar 

arguments.  This cannot be memorized but depends on your active participation in good thinking 

practices; it emerges naturally through the evolution of your own thought processes.  The objective 

here is to guide you in that process.  This class will teach you something about the anatomy of 

argument and language, and present you with some simple analytical techniques and logical tools.  

These skills are essentially simple and easily learned through practice but have very broad 

application.  They are simple but powerful.   

 

Learning Outcomes: 

By the completion of this course, students will be expected to be able to: 

◈ explain what it means for an argument to be valid  

◈ create and evaluate classification schemes and definitions 

◈ identify a variety of argument forms 

◈ recognize fallacious forms of argument and understand why they are problematic 

◈ symbolically formalize arguments presented in English 

◈ test the validity of categorical syllogisms 

◈ systematically construct truth tables and truth trees 

 

 

 

 

https://shop.usask.ca/CourseSearch/?course%5b0%5d=UOFS,201701,PHIL,PHIL140,96&
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Assignments and Evaluation: 

 

       Weight  Date 

Reading Quizzes     5%  Random classes 

◇ At the beginning of some classes  

◇ Short questions to encourage you to keep up with the reading 

◇ Closed book 

Midterm Exam 1     15%  February 8, 2017 

◇ Covers chapters 1 through 5 

◇ Closed book 

◇ 60 minutes 

Midterm Exam 2           15%  March 8, 2017 

◇ Covers chapter 6 (categorical logic) 

◇ Closed book 

◇ 60 minutes 

Midterm Exam 3     15%  March 29, 2017 

◇ Covers chapter 7 (sentence logic) 

◇ Closed book 

◇ 60 minutes 

Final Exam      50%  TBA 

◇ Comprehensive (covers the entire course) 

◇ Closed book 

◇ 3 hours 

TOTAL       100% 

 

Further information on the examinations will be made available in class. 

 

Unlike some university courses, critical thinking aims to help you develop skills, not just to teach you 

facts.  Your grade in this course will depend on the extent to which you demonstrate an ability to 

apply these skills.  You should not expect to be able to rely on rote memorization; as the title of the 

course suggests, you will need to think to succeed!  Although there will be no graded 

assignments, students are strongly encouraged to solve exercises from the textbook.  As in 

mathematics and other skill-based disciplines, such practice is necessary for mastering the 

techniques involved. 

 

Please retain all graded work, both to aid you in your studying and in case of a grade dispute or 

accidental loss of electronic records.  Any provided comments aim to help you improve your 

philosophical knowledge and skills, and thus perform better in the class; it is therefore in your best 

interests to study comments I have given carefully.  Please feel free to see me if my comments are 

not sufficiently illuminating!  

 

Information on literal descriptors for grading at the University of Saskatchewan can be found at: 

http://students.usask.ca/academics/grading/grading-system.php  

 

http://students.usask.ca/academics/grading/grading-system.php
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More information on the Academic Courses Policy on course delivery, examinations and assessment 

of student learning can be found at: 

http://policies.usask.ca/policies/academic-affairs/academic-courses.php 

 

The University of Saskatchewan Learning Charter is intended to define aspirations about the 

learning experience that the University aims to provide, and the roles to be played in realizing these 

aspirations by students, instructors and the institution. A copy of the Learning Charter can be found 

at: http://www.usask.ca/university_secretary/LearningCharter.pdf 

 

Attendance and Participation: 

Students are expected to attend class, to arrive punctually, to keep up with the assigned readings 

and be prepared to discuss them, and to be respectful within the classroom.  Attendance is crucial:  

lectures will contain material that is not found within your textbook.  You will be responsible for all 

material covered in class, the content of all assigned readings and exercises, and any 

announcements made in class.  The study of philosophy necessarily involves the development of 

analytical reasoning skills, and the only way to acquire these skills is through hard work and practice.  

Participation in classroom discussions and sustained active engagement with course materials are 

recommended elements of your philosophical practice.  The development of any skill can take 

considerable time and effort – please speak with me as soon as possible if you ever feel lost or 

overwhelmed!  It is of the utmost importance that students are respectful to one another and help 

establish a safe and supportive environment for philosophical inquiry.   

 

While I encourage student interaction and collaborative learning, I ask that you refrain from using 

my classroom as a venue for casual visiting, as it is distracting and disruptive to both you and your 

classmates.  Students who insist on conversing during our lecture time instead of learning 

philosophy are asked to not attend class and carry on their discussion elsewhere. 

 

No electronic devices may be used during lectures without your instructor’s explicit 

permission (including – but not limited to – laptop computers, tablet computers, and cell phones).  

Use of these devices distracts both the user and their classmates and disrupts learning.  The 

symbolic and diagrammatic nature of logic makes it ill-suited to typed notes; moreover, research 

shows that students who make handwritten notes during university lectures perform better than 

those who type notes on a laptop: 

see http://www.vox.com/2014/6/4/5776804/note-taking-by-hand-versus-laptop for more details.   

 

Over the course of the term, I am likely to make several email announcements with important 

information pertaining to the course.  Also, as I live in Saskatoon and commute to St. Peter’s, 

inclement weather may force me to cancel a class on short notice.  It is your responsibility to 

regularly check your campus email, or set it to forward to your preferred account so that you do not 

miss these announcements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://policies.usask.ca/policies/academic-affairs/academic-courses.php
http://www.usask.ca/university_secretary/LearningCharter.pdf
http://www.vox.com/2014/6/4/5776804/note-taking-by-hand-versus-laptop
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Policy on Late Assignments and Missed Exams: 

A missed quiz or exam will receive a grade of 0%; alternate arrangements will only be provided in 

exceptional circumstances, and it is your responsibility to obtain documentation (i.e., doctor’s note) 

to verify that your absence was unavoidable.  It is your responsibility to contact the instructor as 

soon as you possibly can when it becomes apparent that you may be forced to miss an exam.  

Final examinations may be scheduled at any time during the examination period (April 7 to 29); 

students should therefore avoid making plans for travel, employment, or other commitments for 

this period.  Students must write the final exam to pass this course.   

 

Students are encouraged to review all examination policies and procedures: 

http://policies.usask.ca/policies/academic-affairs/academic-courses.php#examinations 

 

Academic Misconduct and Plagiarism: 

Cheating is taken very seriously by your course instructor, by St. Peter’s College, and by the 

University of Saskatchewan.  Every student on campus should take cheating seriously, as violations 

of academic integrity devalue the institution and the degrees it confers (cheating also often defeats 

the main purpose of higher education by bypassing learning).  The U of S University Council has 

adopted a comprehensive policy on academic dishonesty: 

http://www.usask.ca/secretariat/student-conduct-appeals/academic-misconduct.php 

Familiarize yourself with these policies and penalties, and then don’t cheat!   

 

Disability Services: 

Students with a physical or mental disability that may impact their performance in their university 

studies are encouraged to register with DSS.   

See http://students.usask.ca/current/disability/ for more information. 

 
Recording Policy: 

I have no plans to record my lectures.  If any students wish to record lectures, I request that they 

make an appointment with me to discuss the matter. 

 

Academic Centre for Excellence: 

ACE is there to help students of all abilities learn the skills necessary for success in university: 

writing, researching, time management, and studying.  Make sure that you drop by to find out 

what we can do for you.  Do NOT, however, expect a professor to proofread your essays; while the 

experts will be glad to help you learn the rules of punctuation and spelling, you are responsible for 

your own work.  The Centre is a valuable resource, and is named for one of our most cherished and 

accomplished teachers:  Father James Gray, OSB.  Following his example, we work to mentor 

students to meet their own ideals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://policies.usask.ca/policies/academic-affairs/academic-courses.php#examinations
http://www.usask.ca/secretariat/student-conduct-appeals/academic-misconduct.php
http://students.usask.ca/current/disability/
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Tentative Schedule: 

 

Date Topic 

January 4 Introduction, Chapter 1 

January 11 Chapter 1 continued, Chapter 2 

January 18 Chapter 3, Chapter 4 

January 25 Chapter 4 continued, Chapter 5 

February 1 Chapter 5 continued 

February 8 Midterm Exam 1 

February 15 Chapter 6 

February 22 Midterm Break – NO CLASS 

March 1 Chapter 6 continued 

March 8 Midterm Exam 2, Chapter 7 

March 15 Chapter 7 continued 

March 22 Chapter 7 continued 

March 29 Midterm Exam 3 

April 5 Conclusion and review for final exam 

 
Note: the pace of the lecture material given here is speculative and is subject to revision as the 

course progresses. 

 

 

 


